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TRIBUTE 

 

After a courageous struggle and surrounded by her children and 

grandchildren, Ann Kazimirski passed away on August 20, 2006.  My 

grandmother, Gammy, as we called her, was an exceptional and inspirational 

woman whose energy and enthusiasm for life touched all who knew her.  As 

of the writing of this Tribute, Ann is survived by three children, seven 

grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.  Not a day goes by that we do not 

think and reminisce about our Gammy.  There are not enough adjectives to 

describe how amazing a person my Gammy was.  You could put her in any 

time and in any place and she would succeed by sheer determination of will 

and love for her family and friends. 

 

When our family, friends, acquaintances or anybody that remembers Gammy 

get together, the conversation always revolves around how she affected our 

own personal lives.  In each case, there was a profound and touching moment 

we all remember that make us smile at the memory.  One particular instance, 

was at Gammy’s memorial Shiva where a man of 25 years old came in and 

sat down.  None of us knew him and we asked him how he knew my 

grandmother.  He said “she changed my life”.  He explained he was a very shy 

boy and at 12 years old, his mother asked Gammy to give him piano lessons.  

Over the course of the next year, Gammy taught him and gave him the sense 

of pride and accomplishment that he never had before.  He was finally able to 

stand tall and repeat Gammy’s mantra: “TO THE KING - YOU CAN DO 

ANYTHING.” 

 

Gammy was also fond of saying: “I won the war and beat Hitler.  I am here 

with my children and grandchildren and the Nazis are no more.”  Gammy’s 

family carries-on her memory and legacy to this day, speaking at various 

schools, institutions and symposiums in Montreal and Hawaii.  Her memory is 

also memorialized with a plaque at the Cummings Jewish Centre for Seniors 

in Montreal, Quebec where her Golden Age Choir continues to perform a 

delight audiences of all ages. Every summer year since Gammy’s passing, the 

Choir holds a memorial concert dedicated to Ann Kazimirski. 

 

Out of all of the happy episodes of Gammy’s life growing up in Volodymyr-

Volynskyi (as the town is now spelled), I think her favorite one was her trips 

to her Zaide Aaron’s apple orchards on Friday evenings, sitting in his lap and 

listening to his stories and parables.  Gammy carried those childhood feelings 

of love, selflessness and devotion with her through the horrors of the 
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TRIBUTE

After a courageous struggle and surrounded by her 
children and grandchildren, Ann Kazimirski passed away 
on August 20, 2006. My grandmother, Gammy, as we 
called her, was an exceptional and inspirational woman 
whose energy and enthusiasm for life touched all who 
knew her. As of the writing of this Tribute, Ann is sur
vived by three children, seven grandchildren and six 
greatgrandchildren. Not a day goes by that we do not 
think and reminisce about our Gammy. There are not 
enough adjectives to describe how amazing a person  
my Gammy was. You could put her in any time and in 
any place and she would succeed by sheer determination 
of will and love for her family and friends.

When our family, friends, acquaintances or anybody 
that remembers Gammy get together, the conversation 
always revolves around how she affected our own 
personal lives. In each case, there was a profound and 
touching moment we all remember that make us smile  
at the memory. One particular instance, was at Gammy’s 
memorial Shiva where a man of 25 years old came in  
and sat down. None of us knew him and we asked him 
how he knew my grandmother. He said “she changed 
my life”. He explained he was a very shy boy and at  
12 years old, his mother asked Gammy to give him 
piano lessons. Over the course of the next year, Gammy 
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taught him and gave him the sense of pride and accom
plishment that he never had before. He was finally able 
to stand tall and repeat Gammy’s mantra: “TO THE 
KING - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING.”

Gammy was also fond of saying: “I won the war and 
beat Hitler. I am here with my children and grandchildren 
and the Nazis are no more.” Gammy’s family carries-on 
her memory and legacy to this day, speaking at various 
schools, institutions and symposiums in Montreal and 
Hawaii. Her memory is also memorialized with a plaque 
at the Cummings Jewish Centre for Seniors in Montreal, 
Quebec where her Golden Age Choir continues to perform 
a delight audiences of all ages. Every summer year since 
Gammy’s passing, the Choir holds a memorial concert 
dedicated to Ann Kazimirski.

Out of all of the happy episodes of Gammy’s life 
growing up in Volodymyr-Volynskyi (as the town is now 
spelled), I think her favorite one was her trips to her Zaide 
Aaron’s apple orchards on Friday evenings, sitting in 
his lap and listening to his stories and parables. Gammy 
carried those childhood feelings of love, selflessness and 
devotion with her through the horrors of the Holocaust 
and successfully transmitted them to all of her children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, students, colleagues, 
and friends. Her love and presence is still felt by all  
of us today. I find it incredible that such a warm and 
loving person was able to overcome such tragedies and 
struggles in her life, not only in Europe but when she 
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arrived in Canada as well. It is simply another testament 
to how great a person my Gammy was and how missed 
she is. 

Jason H. Berger 
New York, New York 

May 5, 2010

Before Gammy passed away, she gave my mother Heidi  
a stack of blue cards to be handed out at her funeral. 
Each card read:

A Message from Ann Kazimirski 
I stood the test of life and I tried to 
keep those who died alive in my mind 
and heart. Every day I prayed for 
strength, hope and love.
Every day is a gift, a new beginning.  
I never gave up and we must not look 
back. We must move on and on 
because life is beautiful.
I celebrate life !
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